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What is the Role of a Student?
Students constitute a vital component of the learning process. However, the role of a student in learning has been the subject of debate by various authors. For example, Paulo Freire views education as having assumed a "banking" concept. He means that the student is expected to store all the information learned during teaching, in essence, acting as a bank. All that the student has to do is store such information, and when the need arises, recall it accurately. Such a concept implies that the student is not actively involved in the learning process.
The student is, thus, a passive participant in the education process. They only have to absorb all the information taught.  It could still their creativity. The banking concept as it relates to education, also perceives the world as being unchangeable and hence, static. In other words, the students are only required to fit into the world as it is. One of the main drawbacks of this concept is that students do not get to develop the skills needed to become independent thinkers, or indeed be in a position to embrace creativity and the dynamics world around them. It is another way of saying that student requires being in a position to advance the existing societal biases. 
Freire is equally critical of this concept of education. He advocates for the embracing of a system of education that promotes problem solving. Such a method means that students have an opportunity to present reality without twisting it. More importantly, such a system of education ensures that students are actively involved in the learning process. 
It is unlike the Banking Concept, where only the teacher is an active participant. In other words, the proposed method of problem solving in teaching would imply that students to embrace creative thinking skills, make intelligent inquiries, and hence be free of the oppressive and static system of education.
Through the banking concept, students have no control over the system of education. It assumes the form of depositing. The student gets to deposit knowledge and information, whereas the students act as depositories. It contravenes the notion of education being a process of inquiry. This notion seems to contradict that held by Rich, who argues that students require claiming an education. What this means is that students ought to be actively involved in the learning process as one cannot claim something without being active. It means that you are taking what is owed to you. It seems a bit odd, considering that not everyone has access to education. Moreover, education costs money. 
Considering that students rely on their parents or guardians to have their fees paid, it is not in their place, therefore, to claim an education. However, this is not what Rich implies. She is of the idea that only those who have the will get to claim an education. She intends to dispel the notion that students go to school intending to receive an education. To Rich, students need to be more actively involved in the learning process, beyond merely receiving an education. They need to start viewing education as theirs for the taking.
It is also worthy of note that Rich's idea of claiming an education is mainly directed at women. At the time of writing her book, there were only a handful of women in positions of leadership. They missed out on such positions because they did not have educational qualifications similar to those of men. Therefore, Rich sought to encourage them on the need to owning an education so that they can be at par with men in the job market. 
However, Rich is also quick to add that not just women who can lay claim to education. Even men can do the same. Also, people of different creed or color can do the same. The bottom line is that all students should perceive it as their responsibility to not allow others to think on their behalf. They need to work hard, use their talents and brain to achieve greater things in life. She is essentially calling for a paradigm shift in society whereby we adopt abstract thinking and realize something from what life throws at us.
Students can still acquire knowledge and skills even without the intervention of the teacher, and make a living for themselves.  It is the message that Malcolm X seeks to advance in his story on how he acquired knowledge on his own. He relied on his intuition, ideas, and thoughts. More importantly, reading was instrumental in terms of shaping Malcolm X's political views. However, the drive to read unaided happened under unique circumstances. Malcolm X was in jail when he received a book but was unable to read it. Malcolm's X inability to read angered him so much that he decided to do something about it.  
Malcolm X made it a habit to read the dictionary regularly so that he could get to understand the various words contained therein. He was intent on learning how to read and write. Malcolm X became a regular visitor in the jail's library. Due to this self-motivation, Malcolm X acquired a lot of knowledge and skills and therefore became educated.
As Malcolm X delved deeper into the books in the quest for acquisition knowledge, he started experiencing a "new world" that hitherto did not exist for him. It is a clear indication that the acquisition of knowledge through books and other resources helps to open up our minds and perspectives towards life. It goes to show the extent to which hard work, devotion, and deliberate practice goes a long way in realizing interesting results. It gives one a sense of accomplishment. 
It acts as a great source of inspiration to students who face many struggles in their studies. It also goes to show that through self-drive, it is possible to achieve a lot in life and more so in the education docket. It also means that a student must be actively involved in the learning process. Specifically, a student must one the learning process, implying that they need not depend on the teacher's input alone. Instead, they should go about their easy to study on their own, thereby embracing the self-drive concept. 
In sum, students play different roles in education, depending on the type of system they are involved in. The banking concept does not expect children to be actively involved in the learning process. They mainly rely on the input of teachers and are hence expected to absorb all that they are taught. In contrast, Rich argues that students should learn to claim an education, implying they must be actively invoked in the learning process. Elsewhere, Malcolm X succeeded in acquiring knowledge by being self-taught. It shows that a student needs to be dedicated, self-driven, and motivated to be successful.
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